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By: Brent D. Barker 

 
John 17:22-23 – “And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one 
just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that 
the world may know that You have sent me, and have loved them as you have loved Me.” 

Perhaps Paul Billheimer was right when he wrote: 
 
The continuous and widespread fragmentation of the Church has been the scandal 
of the ages. It has been Satan’s master strategy. The sin of disunity probably has 
caused more souls to be lost than all other sins combined. 

 
Jesus’ final words of intercession before his arrest and crucifixion reveal his heart’s desire 
for unity among believers. As usual we find Jesus spending time in prayer. (SPECIAL 
NOTE: Dr. Darrel King, Director of E.M. Bounds School of Prayer points out, “Jesus shed 
His blood in prayer before he shed His blood on the cross (Luke 22:44). Now, notice the 
progression of our text: glory, unity, and gospel.  
 
First, let’s look at the word “glory.” Jesus said, “And the glory which you have given Me I 
have given them…” According to A. T. Robertson, Jesus literally said, “I the glory.” This 
truth is confirmed when Jesus said, “I in them…” (John17:23). The glory of God is manifest 
through the presence of Jesus in us. As believers in Jesus, we have Christ in us. Paul stated 
it this way, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me…” (Galatians 2:20). 
 
The next word is “unity.” In our text, Jesus prayed that his followers might be one just as 
He and the Father are one. This call for all to be one is not a call for the whole world to 
become one (This is not a call for a one-world government).  The context is clear. Jesus 
prayed for those who believe in Jesus to be filled with glory (the presence of Jesus) and 
work together as one body.  
 
Why is unity so critical? Unity is crucial so the gospel can be preached with power and 
clarity. Jesus prayed that “those who believe in Him” would be one so “the world may be-
lieve that You (God the Father) sent Me (God the Son).”  
 
As we make final preparations for Reach Rowan, we would do well to heed the words of our 
Lord Jesus by striving for a unified effort to communicate the gospel that the world may be-
lieve that Jesus is the Messiah. Please continue earnestly in prayer! 
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Come and Hear  

Shari Braendel 
Proverb 31 Ministries 

 

Trading Ford 

 Baptist Church 

Teen Edition—Girls Only 

August 22, 2009   5:00pm 

Any questions or to pur-
chase tickets, please call 
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A Girlfriend’s  

Guide to Glamour 
Fun...girls love to laugh 

Fashion...girls love style 

Inspiration...girls love to 
have their hearts touched 

Women’s Prayer 
Evangelism Conference 

September 11-12 

Ridgecrest Conference Center 

Refreshed: NC Women’s 

 Missions and Ministry 

(Embrace) 

For more information, 

 please call 
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REACH  

ROWAN 

 

 

Is Almost Here... 

JULY 18—22 

* * * * *  

Items Still  

Needed… 

Clip boards 

 

Pizza Gift Cards 
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July Birthdays  
4 Rev. Russell Robbins, Minister of Music, Salisbury First 
6 Rev. Joe Smith, Pastor, Faith Baptist 
7 Mrs. Georgia Ann Beckom, wife, Pastor, Parkdale 
8 Mrs. Elizabeth Walters, wife of former RSBA DOM 

8     Mr. Dean Orbinson, Minister of Music, West Corinth 
12 Mrs. Janie Parsons, wife, Pastor, Gold Hill First 

19   Mrs. Betsy Farmer, wife, Minister to Students, Salisbury First 

20   Mrs. Wanda Gross, wife, Pastor of Oakdale 
27 Dr. Dale Robertson, Pastor, North Main 
 

July Anniversaries 
 

17  Rev. & Mrs. Robert (Georgia Ann) Beckom, Pastor, Parkdale 

28  Rev. & Mrs. Don (Louise) Wagner, Retired Pastor 
30  Rev. & Mrs. Toney (Janie) Parsons, Pastor, Gold Hill First 

30  Dr. & Mrs. Kip (Rhonda) Mobley, Pastor, Enon 

31  Rev. & Mrs. David (Jeanette) Ayers, Pastor, Yadkin 
�

����
�����%��&�'���(�'�����

�����������)��*�
	��	���	��

������!�+

�� ,�(-+

��..�

�

�

�

�

�

�*,)."1��,D-,$3 �

��� ���� �
��� "��� ������� ���
�
��� ����� ������� ��� ��#�$��
���� %���������� �
������ ����&�
�������&� ���� ����� ��� ������ �����
�������"������
�������$
�
�������
�����$������������������������
�
�
���
�#�
�����������$����������
��� �
��&� ����#� ���� ���
���
$���
$�� ���� �""�$�� 
�� ����� 
��
��������� ��� ��
�� ��� �
�� ����
�����������'
%����������������

��� 
##�����&� �"� ���� #�� ����
��$����� ���� �������� %���

������� 
�#� ����#� ��(�� ��� ���
��
$�#��������'
�
�������&�����
�
��#��������$
�����������""�$��
������#�������
����
�
�����

�!�"#��!-35, #�7"*3.$3��$$!)."3.!#�

48���!-35��".#��3 ,,3���"1.$%- +��
����4����

�5!#,��9��:@89:8��9����"E��9��:@89:>9���

�:6".1���!�"#�7�F%,11$!-35�#,3�

�����!�"#�7��! &�


!#:� !/.3�� &"#.G"3.!#�

������!$3"&,������

�, 6.3�
!��8	�

�"1.$%- +��
����

�

�

�

�

8�&����8�++�����������


